BAPTIST
‘ BELIEF & PRACTICE \

WEEK 5 - GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE

is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and
glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in connection
with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and
unchangeable. It and promotes humility.

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit,
will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through
neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring
reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation.

Notes:



“The Order of Salvation”

1. (God’s choice of people to be saved)

N

. The gospel call (proclaiming the message of the gospel)

3. (being born again)

4, (faith and repentance)

5. (right legal standing)

6. (membership in God’s family)

7. (right conduct of life)

8. (remaining a Christian)

9. (going to be with the Lord)

Election

Electionis an act of God creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of

any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure

“We are secure, not because we hold tightly to Jesus, but because He holds tightly to us.”
-R.C. Sproul



John 15:16

6You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

Ephesians 1:4-5

“even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love ° he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will,

Romans 8:28-30

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. ?° For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. * And those whom he predestined
he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

2 Thessalonians 2:13

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you
as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.

“Whatever may be said about the doctrine of election, it is written in the Word of God as with an iron pen,
and there is no getting rid of it. To me, it is one of the sweetest and most blessed truths in the whole of
revelation, and those who are of it are so because they do not understand it. If they could but
know that the Lord had chosen them, it would make their hearts dance for joy.”

- Charles Spurgeon

Notes:



Romans 9:14-18

1 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! ** For he says to Moses, “l will have
mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have compassion.” ** So then it
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. " For the Scripture says to Pharaoh,
“For this very purpose | have raised you up, that | might show my power in you, and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth.” *® So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he

wills.

Common grace can be defined as “the grace of God by which he gives

people blessings that are not part of salvation.”

The essence of the covenant of grace is God saves sinners by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone. When our Lord Jesus Christ was born, lived, died, and was raised from the grave, the covenant of
grace reached what the Bible calls "the new covenant" Under the covenant of grace, Christ accomplished
what Adam failed to do in the covenant of works, so we receive grace.

Notes:



Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
°not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Romans 5:9

°Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the
wrath of God.

“by grace you have been saved” is repeated from Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!

Ephesians 2:5

> even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—

Romans 5:20-21

2 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
21 5o that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

° But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore |
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 1° For the
sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.



Hebrews 4:15-16

3 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. ° Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

John 1:16-17

16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '’ For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Acts 15:10-11

1o Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that
neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? * But we believe that we will be saved through the grace
of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Romans 6:14

¥ For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

1 Corinthians 15:10

10 But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked
harder than any of them, though it was not |, but the grace of God that is with me.

Notes:



Titus 2:11-14

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, *? training us to renounce ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, ** waiting for
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, ** who gave himself
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are
zealous for good works.

Free Will

“Free-will doctrine-what does it? It magnifies man into God. It declares God’s purposes a nullity, since they
cannot be carried out unless men are willing. It makes God’s will a waiting servant to the will of man, and
the whole covenant of grace dependent on human action. Denying on the ground of injustice,

it holds God to be a debtor to sinners.” Charles Spurgeon

Perseverance

The perseverance of the saints can be defined as “all those who are truly born again will be kept by God’s
power and will persevere as Christians until the of their lives, and that only those who persevere
until the end have been truly born again.”

John 6:38-40
% For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.

% And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up
on the last day.

“0For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day.”

John 10:27-29

2" My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. 2 | give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. ?° My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.



Romans 8:1

! There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 1:13-14

3 n him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession
of it, to the praise of his glory.

Whatisthe ... So No One can !

Romans 3:21-29

2L But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— % the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction: 2* for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ** and are justified by his grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, * whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. % It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 2" Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 2 For we hold that one is justified by faith
apart from works of the law. % Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also,

Notes:



God desires that “A4//”sinners be saved?

1 Timothy 2:2-7

2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, * who desires all people to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. * For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, ® who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time. " For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

2 Peter 3:9

®The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

Ezekiel 18:23

Z Have | any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord Gop, and not rather that he should turn
from his way and live?

Matthew 23:37

37“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often
would | have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not
willing!

No true biblical theology can teach that God takes pleasure in the damnation of the wicked. Yet though it
does not please Him, God will receive glory even in the damnation of unbelievers. How His electing grace
and predestined purpose can stand beside His love for the world and desire that the gospel be preached to
all people, still holding them responsible for their own rejection and condemnation, is a mystery of the
divine mind. The Scriptures teach God’s love for the world, His displeasure in judging sinners, His desire for
all to hear the gospel and be saved. They also teach that every sinner is incapable yet responsible to believe
and will be damned if he does not. Crowning the Scripture’s teaching on this matter is the great truth that
God has elected who will believe and saved them before the world began. What mystery!

-John MacArthur
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